
 
Notice of Public Hearing 

Huron County Zoning Board of Appeals 
Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. 

Huron County Building, Meeting Room 305 
250 E. Huron Avenue 

Bad Axe, Michigan 48413 
Case: ZBA 2026-02 

 
Notice is given that a public hearing is scheduled before the Huron County Zoning Board of Appeals 
on Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., in Room 305 of the County Building, 250 E. Huron 
Avenue, Bad Axe, Michigan, 48413. The purpose of this meeting is to receive public comments and 
consider the following zoning variance request: 
 
 

ZBA 2026-02 Mary Hentschl-Early and Matthew Early, owners of 3312 Port Austin Road, Port 
Austin, Michigan, 48467, Section 7 of Hume Township, requests a variance to build a 2-story 
addition with deck/balcony, and covered porch onto an existing home with a reduced west side yard 
setback of 7.4 feet and a reduced east side yard setback of 7.8 feet. The existing home is currently 
located 8.7 feet from the west side yard property line, which is non-conforming to current ordinance 
standards. The owner is proposing to build the 2-story addition onto the existing 928 square foot 
single story home. The first-floor addition consisting of 737 square feet will contain a bedroom suite, 
great room, and mudroom. The second-floor addition consisting of 1335 square feet will contain two 
bedrooms, an activity room, bathroom, mechanical room, and storage area. The owners also 
request to build a deck with second floor balcony onto the north side of the addition (lakeside) and 
new covered porch onto the south (roadside) addition. Parcel number 3211-007-199-00 is zoned R-
1 Residential (RES) and contains approximately 0.50 acres (East half of Lot 27 Plat of Oak Beach 
extending to ordinary high water: Avg. parcel size 50ft x 431ft). The Huron County Zoning 
Ordinance, Section 9.01, Schedule of Regulations, requires the minimum side yard setback of ten 
feet. The proposed wrap around 2-story addition with reduced side yard setbacks of 7.4 and 7.8 
feet respectively, requires a dimensional zoning variance. Pursuant to the Huron County Zoning 
Ordinance, Section 19.05(c), the Board of Appeals shall have the power to authorize, upon an 
appeal, specific variances from such requirements as lot area and width regulations, building height 
and bulk regulations, yard and depth regulations, and off-street parking and loading space 
requirements. 
 

Persons interested in commenting on this request may appear in person at the public hearing or, if 
unable to attend the meeting, may submit written comments to the Huron County Building & Zoning 
Office, Room 102 of the County Building, 250 E. Huron Ave., Bad Axe, Michigan 48413, or fax same 
to (989) 269-3362. For further information concerning this request for zoning approval, contact Jeff 
Smith from the Huron County Building & Zoning Office during regular office hours at (989) 269-9269 
or by email, smithj@co.huron.mi.us. Office hours are Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 

This notice is disseminated and posted pursuant to the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, PA 110 of 
2006, as amended. 
 

Clark Brock, Chairman 
Huron County Zoning Board of Appeals 
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HURON COUNTY ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
APPLICATION FOR ZONING VARIANCE/ APPEAL OF ZONING PROVISIONS

ApplicationFee:$800.00at regularquarterlymeeting
$1,200.00for SpecialMeeting(Rev.01/2025)

CASE NO.: ZBA#^^^^^^^
DATE: April XI .JO2b

APPLICANT'S NAME:

address:Mod ft bodqte mi
(mailing) streetaddress city state zip telephone

ADDRESSOF PROPERTY WHERE APPEAL IS SOUGHT: ^3312424Atishn Kd ,

PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION NO.:

PROPERTY OWNER (if notapplicant):
ADDRESS:
(mailing) streetaddress

.com
city state zip telephone

APPLICANT'S STATEMENT AS TO WHY THE REQUEST FOR VARIANCE/APPEAL IS MADE:

beeattachedskikrnenhA

PROVISION(S) OF ZONING ORDINANCE BEING APPEALED: Article iX Section 9-0 |

BASIS OF REQUEST:

Phase,attached : A

SITE PLAN: A siteplan must beattachedwhich illustrates existing& proposedstructureson the property (location
-distancefrom property lines,size,other information pertinent to case).Indicated distanceof proposedstructure to
structures on adjacent properties. 4 aOCCllDCnf'S aHached '

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE:

By signingthisapplication,owner/agentis grantingCountyofficials theright to on-siteinspectionof property
involved in thisrequest. £ 91 ZBAApplication



 
Attachment: A 

 

APPLICANT’S STATEMENT AS TO WHY THE REQUEST FOR VARIANCE/APPEAL IS MADE: 

The current house at 3312 Port Austin Rd. was not sited correctly when originally built (sometime 
between 1943-1950). The Southwest corner of the house is set at the 10”-0” setback requirement but the 
current house was not built parallel to the property line.   

The proposed lake side addition, coming straight off the existing West wall, still allows the new 
construction to be over 21’ from the neighboring structure.  Currently, there is a deck coming straight off 
that existing wall where the new addition is proposed. 

Changing the current design and shifting the lake side addition over the 2’ to accommodate the required 
10’-0” side yard setback would in essence choke off reasonable direct access to the lake on the other 
side of the house. This direct lake access is needed for small boats, other watercraft, and occasional 
large equipment (i.e. tree trimming).  With our permission, this lake access area is also needed and 
regularly used by the neighbor to the Northeast.  

The proposed addition to the current house provides for average-sized rooms and will fit in with the two 
neighboring two-story houses.  

We are requesting:  

1.  A dimensional variance of 2’-0” to allow for a 8’-0” setback to the West corner of the new addition 
to the house.  Without receiving the dimensional variance of 2’-0”, we are extremely limited to 
future house expansion options available to us since the original house was not sited parallel to 
the lot.  
 

2. A dimensional variance of 2’8” to allow for a 7’-4” setback to the West corner of the new deck 
 

3. A dimensional variance of 2’-4” to allow for a 7’-8” setback to the East to accommodate steps to 
the deck. 

 

BASIS FOR REQUEST: 

My father purchased this property in 1970 and was the second owner of the original house.  Two years 
ago, ownership of this property was transferred to me and my husband.  Enlarging and updating this 
small 1940’s house will allow our children and grandchildren to make another 50+ years of memories at 
the “Oak Beach Cottage”.   

Non-conforming setbacks are prevalent throughout this subdivision.  The dimensional variances are 
requested and needed for future improvements to this property. 
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PLAT OF OAK BEACH

UTILITY NOTE

UBER 2, PAGES 60 & 61

Concrete

BENCHMARK

BM #1

ELEV: 597.17' NAVD88

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

10/23/24DATED SIGNED

Bose Road Elevation for this area of
Hume Township is 583.70' per fiMA.

NOTE:
Ai’> Elevations are based on NAVD88 datum

•Bearings are based on the Michigan State Plane Coordinate
System. Michigan South Zone. NAD83, International Feet •

Water Elevation on October
'7, 2024 is 578.88'

SET MAG NAIL IN SOUTH SIDE OF NORTHERLY
SIGN POST 24'± SOUTH OF SOUTHEASTERLY
PROPERTY CORNER

DESCRIPTION:
East 1/2 of Lot 27, "PLAT OF OAK BEACH', being a part of the Southwest 1/4 of Fractional Section
7, T18N-R12E, Hume Township, Huron County, Michigan as recorded in Liber 2 of Plats, Pages 60 &
61, Huron County Records. Subject to easements and rights of way of record.

HEREBY CERTIFY THA* I HAVE SURVEYED AND MAPPED THE ABOVE
DESCRIBED PARCEL(S) DE LAND; THAT THE ERROR OF CLOSURE IS WITHIN
THE LIMITS ACCEPTED BY THE PRACTICE OF PROFESSIONAL SURVEYING;
AND THAT SAID SURVEY IN IN FULL COMPLIANCE WITH ACT 132. P.A. OF
1970 AS AMENDED.

THE UTILITY LOCATIONS AS HEREON SHOWN ARE BASED CN
FIELD OBSERVATIONS AND A CAREFUL REVIEW OF MUNICIPAL
AND UTUTY RECORDS. HOWEVER, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO
DETERMINE THE PRECISE SIZE. LOCATION. DEPTH. PRESSURE.
OR ANY OTHER CHARACTERISTICS OF UNDERGROUND UTILITIES,
TANKS OR SEPTIC HELDS WITHOUT EXCAVATION. THEREFORE,
« CANNOT GUARANTEE THE ACCURACY OF COMPLETENESS
OF THE BURIED UT1UTY INFORMATION HEREON SHOWN. THE
CONTRACTOR SHALL CALL MISS C"GG (1-800-482-7171) A
MINIMUM OF THREE WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO ANY
EXCAVATION. IT SHALL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
CONTRACTOR TO VERIFY THESE UT1UTY LOCATIONS PRIOR TO
CONSTRUCTION AND MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO PROTECT
AND/OR RELOCATE THEM AS REQUIRED. THE CONTRACTOR
SHALL NOTIFY THE ENONEER/SURVEYCR AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE IN THE EVENT A DISCREPANCY IS FOUND.

BENJAMIN D. TANK P.S. #57884

CERTIFICATE OF SURVEY
PART OF SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF FRACTIONAL SECTION 7, T18N-R12E,

HUME TOWNSHIP, HURON COUNTY, MICHIGAN.

LEGEND
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